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NASA Grants & Cooperative Agreements Facts

NASA obligated approximately $1.1B to support grants and 
cooperative agreements in FY 2020

On average, NASA issues approximately 3,500 new grants and 
cooperative agreements annually

NASA manages approximately 7,319 active grants and cooperative 
agreements at any given time

Institutions of higher education and non-profit organizations make 
up the majority of NASA awards 

Approximately 70% of awards are issued to support research and 
development activities sponsored by NASA Mission Directorates and 
Program Offices.
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NASA Grants & Cooperative Agreements Facts

Fiscal 2019
Percentage To  

Underserved Comm

- Total Amount Obligated $1,175,243,504
3%

- Amount Awarded to Underserved Communities $40,146,927

- Total Number of Awards 5,713 
5%

- Total Number of Awards to Underserved Communities 281

- Total Number of Award Recipients 532
14%

- Underserved Community Recipients 74

Fiscal 2020
Percentage To 

Underserved Comm

- Total Amount Obligated $1,163,409,542
5%

- Amount Awarded to Underserved Communities $60,668,541

- Total Number of Awards 5,668 
7%

- Total Number of Awards to Underserved Communities 380 

- Total Number of Award Recipients 556
16%

- Underserved Community Recipients 91
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OCFO Grants & Cooperative Agreement Overview

• NASA Office of the Chief Financial Officer (OCFO) provides leadership for 
the strategic planning, performance reporting, budget analysis, 
justification, control, and reporting of all Agency fiscal resources; 
develops the Agency’s detailed strategic plan and performance reports; 
leads the Agency’s planning, programming, budgeting, and execution 
process; oversees all financial management activities relating to the 
programs and operations of the Agency; monitors and reports the 
financial execution of the Agency budget. 

• OCFO’s Grants Policy and Compliance (GPC) branch is responsible for 
developing and promulgating government-wide and NASA-specific policy 
for awarding and administering grants and cooperative agreements 
throughout the four phases of the grants lifecycle (Pre-Award, Award, 
Post-Award and Closeout).

• Issuing and administering grants and cooperative agreements are 
functions implemented by a combination of the NASA Shared 
Services Center and the cognizant program office. 

Reminder: 

• Grants: Federal assistance to support efforts where the public is the 
direct beneficiary with little restriction and agency involvement  

• Cooperative agreements: Federal assistance to support efforts where the 
public is the direct beneficiary with involvement from the agency
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NASA Grants & Cooperative Agreements – Organizational Structure 

NASA is comprised of Mission Directorates and offices that issue grants and 
cooperative agreements in support of their various programs.

• Science Mission Directorate

• Space Technology Mission Directorate

• Human Exploration and Operations Mission Directorate

• Aeronautics Research Mission Directorate

• Office of STEM Engagement

NASA Mission Directorates and program offices that manage awards are 
responsible for:

• Identifying funding for their programs

• Soliciting and evaluating proposals that align to their respective 
programs

• Monitoring projects to ensure performance goals are met and 
deliverables are achieved

• Providing technical assistance to grantees (programmatic)
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NASA Shared Services Center’s (NSSC) team of dedicated Grant Officers and 
grants-related finance operations are responsible for:

• Issuing the Notice of Awards 

• Awarding grants selected by the programs for funding 

• Managing and monitoring awards through closeout 

• Monitoring award portfolios

• Ensuring individual award administrative and financial compliance 
with 2 CFR 200 and NASA polices 

• Processing payments

• Providing technical assistance to grantees (administrative and financial)

NASA Grants & Cooperative Agreements – Organizational 
Structure 
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Focus Area #3: OCFO’s Grants/Cooperative Agreements 

One of the more pressing challenges faced throughout the community, underserved 
recipients and non-recipients, is access to information (best practices and available 
opportunities). 

In addition to the issuance of grant administration policy and internal trainings, OCFO’s 
GPC proposes expanding its focus to partnering with Mission Directorates to provide 
outreach support. 

Next steps include the following:

• Developing a targeted plan of action for outreach support activities

• Partnering with educational institutions to develop trainings and workshops 
aimed to provide knowledge of NASA programs, the grant award process, and 
best practices for submitting successful proposals

• Expanding NASA’s presence at conferences targeting underserved communities
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Poll Questions 
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How Can NASA Advance Racial Equity for Underserved Communities ?

NASA is eager to learn about your feedback to the RFI to help expand on our current 
solution for addressing equity in NASA grants process. 

• What are some tools that NASA should consider for purposes of increasing 
access to information related to Notice of Funding Opportunities or grant 
programs to reach communities that are historically underserved and 
underrepresented by NASA and the federal government more broadly?

• How might NASA improve its financial assistance application process to better 
assist individuals and institutions; what resources should NASA provide to assist 
underserved communities? 

• What are some of the workshops/conferences supporting underserved 
communities that could benefit from NASA's presence? What types of 
information would you like to see NASA present at these 
workshops/conferences?
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Questions?


